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On StandardNET:

ALEXANDRA PETRI: 
Writing in the Washington 
Post, the journalist learns that 
conservative activist Sarah 
Palin is planning to write a 
book that is designed to save 
Christmas.

***
See this column and more 

at StandardNET’s  
National Commentary

Given that its job is to combat 
crime and protect the police, 
law enforcement needs the 
resources to have an advan-

tage over criminals. When mistakes in 
law enforcement are made, it is due to 
decisions made by individual officers, or 
mistaken orders from their superiors. 
Policies are changed or modified when 
necessary.

So long as the Lenco BearCat, a 
$250,000 black armored tactical assault 
vehicle is used appropriately by law 
enforcement, it is appropriate for Davis 
County SWAT teams to use what some 
have called the “mean machine.” An 
example of the BearCat being used ap-
propriately occurred on Feb. 25, when it 
was utilized by officers to stop the truck 
of a suspect, Brett Max Knight, who 
was leading police on a long, high-speed 
chase through the northern portion of 
Interstate 15. Knight was later killed by 
an officer after his truck was stopped.

The BearCat is an impressive tool of 
law enforcement. Besides its military 
armor and windows that can withstand 

shots from .50-caliber bullets, the 9-ton 
vehicle has 10 gun ports and an armored 
turret at its top. That allows a deputy 
to see activity outside the vehicle while 
using the turret’s top as a shield. The 
BearCat can be used on virtually any 
terrain and it has a battering ram, which 
was used during an incident last fall. 
Salt Lake County’s Unified Police De-
partment also has a BearCat.

As mentioned, vehicles such as the 
BearCat need to be used responsibly, 
and we believe that law enforcement in 
the Top of Utah has used the tool in that 
manner. Any blanket ban on these types 
of law enforcement tools is ill-advised. 
If they are used inappropriately, then 
action can be taken against the individu-
als who make a mistake.

But law enforcement needs to have 
a consistent advantage over crimi-
nals. Officers start every shift with the 
knowledge they face potential harm 
from criminals. They deserve as much 
protection as can be offered to them-
selves, and by association, the people 
they serve.

BearCat appropriate for police

As a child my father was coerced into 
attending services at a Baptist church 
in rural Arkansas. Although the 

Baptist theology didn’t stick, my father held 
memories of the church services for the rest 
of his life. In particular, he remembered how 
his grandfather, Mack, reacted to one of the 
preacher’s sermons.

On most Sundays the preacher would 
remind the congregation of the various 
sins to be avoided. The regular list included 
dancing, card playing and 
whiskey drinking. Because 
Mack didn’t partake in 
any of these vices, he was 
generally comfortable 
with the preacher’s 
sermons.

However, one hot 
summer Sunday the 
preacher expanded 
his list. As the women 
cooled themselves with 
pasteboard fans printed 
with scripture verses and 
the men dabbed sweat 
with handkerchiefs, the 
preacher started to hold forth on the evils 
of chewing tobacco. This surprised and 
provoked Mack because he was never seen 
without a chunk of Red Man tobacco in his 
cheek. He stood up, looked the preacher 
in the eye, and said, “Preacher, you done 
stopped preaching and started meddling.” 
With that, he walked out of the church.

Preachers aren’t the only folks who have 
strong opinions about human behavior. 
Economists freely offer opinions on how to 
influence the choices that people make with 
an eye toward increasing societal well-being. 

During the first half of the 20th Century, 
the Cambridge economist Arthur Cecil Pigou 
was an advocate of using taxes to motivate 
people to refrain from consumption patterns 
that were deleterious to society. Economists 
refer to such taxes as Pigovian taxes.

Consider one straightforward case of a 
Pigovian tax. Most people now understand 
that cigarette smokers not only harm their 
own health, but their secondhand smoke 
spills over onto others. Numerous studies 
have documented the harmful effects of 
secondhand smoke. As one example, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) reports that nonsmokers who are 
regularly exposed to secondhand smoke 
increase their lung cancer risk by 20 to 30 
percent.

Pigou’s remedy for this situation would 
be to reduce cigarette smoking by imposing 
a tax on cigarettes, and this is exactly what 
society has done. Utah increased the tax on 
cigarettes in July 2010 from $.70 to $1.70 a 
pack, an increase of 243 percent. That tax is 
still imposed. Several states have cigarette 
taxes that exceed $3.00 per pack.  

Studies indicate that these taxes do, 
indeed, reduce smoking. The greatest 
reduction is among adolescents and 

teenagers. This is important because those 
who do not acquire the smoking habit during 
their teen years are likely to avoid the habit 
for the rest of their lives. 

In another arena, the CDC advocates 
increasing alcohol taxes to reduce deaths 
from drunk driving. The CDC’s position is 
based on numerous studies that find that 
taxing alcohol does reduce consumption.

Many policy analysts feel that Pigovian 
taxes should be used far more frequently. 

In particular, there is 
growing support for 
higher taxes on gasoline 
to reduce carbon 
emissions. The list 
of those supporting a 
Pigovian tax on gasoline 
range from conservative 
economist, Gary 
Becker; to businessman 
and politician, 
Michael Bloomberg; 
to liberal economist, 
Paul  Krugman; to 
conservative jurist and 
federal judge, Richard 

Posner; to physicist Steven Chu; to Time 
magazine journalist, Joe Klein.

Even though it can be demonstrated that 
greater use of  Pigovian taxes would benefit 
society, such taxes are politically unpopular. 
Why? The answer is found in my great-
grandfather’s reaction to the preacher. If you 
try to impose a tax on something a person 
enjoys, that person is likely to view the 
effort as pointless meddling.

States have been able to tax cigarettes 
because 80 percent of the population never 
buy cigarettes. It is fairly easy to convince 
the 4 out of 5 adults who do not smoke that 
they should impose a tax on the smoker. On 
the other hand, the majority of the adult 
population drive automobiles every day, so a 
gas tax is far less popular.

This presents a dilemma. The greater the 
number of people engaging in an activity 
that creates harmful effects for others, 
the greater the overall harm imposed on 
society. Automobiles create a serious air 
quality problem because so many people 
drive so many miles. On the other hand, the 
opposition to taxing a particular activity 
is directly proportional to the number of 
people who will pay the tax. 

Yet, one of the central reasons the 
country relies upon representative 
democracy is the belief that elected leaders 
are capable of making wiser decisions on 
critical policy issues than a plebiscite.

The Baptist preacher didn’t stop 
preaching because some of his opinions 
irritated the congregation. He stuck to his 
convictions. 

Likewise, in the case of considering policy 
tools such as the Pigovian tax, society would 
benefit if political leaders were guided by 
making good policy rather than choosing 
what is politically opportune.

The preacher, Pigou and politicians

Michael
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Michael Vaughan is Weber State University’s 
provost. He accepts e-mail from readers at 
mvaughan@Weber.edu

Editor,
I am writing this letter 

with tears in my eyes. I am 
the owner of the German 
shepherd that was killed by 
the Ogden police (March 5 
news story, “Man refutes 
Ogden police claims in 
fatal shooting of German 
shepherd”). After three 
days, I have yet to get an 
explanation from them as to 
why they killed my dog! 

I finally found my other 
missing dog after his being 
on the streets for three days. 
I brought him home. He can 
barely walk because his paws 
are so sore from walking for 
three days. 

Now that he is home, he is 
so grief-stricken from the loss 
of his best friend Max, that all 
he does is lay on the floor and 
won’t move! The night of this 
incident I came home from 
work to one dog dead, one 
dog missing with the police 
telling me my husband is 
going to jail! They would not 

tell me why they were taking 
my husband to jail, nor why 
they shot my dog. All they 
would say was for me to go 
in the house and not make a 
scene. Then they didn’t want 
me to go on the front porch to 
smoke; they told me to go out 
in my backyard!

What happened to the 
rights of the innocent? Where 
is the compassion from the 
Ogden police department? 
I’m still shaking my  head 
in disbelief about the whole 
situation. The victim in all 
this, besides my family is 
my poor dog who has lost his 
best friend! He was left to 
wander the streets trying to 
find his way home!

Roxanne Marocchi
Ogden

Unedited online reader 
comment to this letter: 

“Ma’am, it’s cold comfort 
but I’m with you, and many, 
many others are too. Stay 
strong. I am very sorry for 
your loss.” — Lavoisier

Ogden police lack compassion for others

Editor,
A note regarding 

Congressman Jason Chaffetz: 
“The only way we get to 
where the church wants to 
be is when we get Democrats 
and Republicans agreeing. 
And when we do have 
common ground, we should 
vote and pass that and move 
to the next step.” 

These are his words 
following the recent meeting 
between Elder Dieter 
Uchtdorf of the LDS First 
Presidency and President 
Obama, in which they 
discussed immigration policy. 
Of course this is the way 
public policy should be made. 

However, who are we 
to believe? The “…get 
Democrats and Republicans 
agreeing,” “…finding 

common ground” Chaffetz 
who teaches we should “…
vote and pass that and move 
on to the next step?” Or, the 
obstructionist Chaffetz who 
has joined with Senator Mike 
Lee and others in digging 
in his heels and helping our 
president to create fiscal 
chaos? 

We need someone in 
Washington who will work to 
find “common ground” and 
then “….vote and pass that 
and move to the next step.” 
They can say it all they want. 
What we need is someone 
who will do it. Will Chaffetz 
and the rest of the Utah 
delegation in Washington 
please get to work and do 
their jobs?

Howard Noel
Layton

Congressmen dig in their heels

Editor,
A bill would have offered 

LGBT individuals protection. 
But of course the Senate will 
protect its Mormon members 
interest. 

Also Senate President 
Wayne Niederhauser, R-Sandy 
stated that the LDS Church has 
several parties involved with 
discussions on the measure. 
It’s my understanding that 
church and state should be 
separate.  

Since when does the LDS 

Church have a say in my rights 
as a gay man? I feel that the 
LDS Church should keep its 
paws out of government. They 
sure do expect people and 
companies to respect them and 
adhere to their rights. What 
about mine? I am grateful 
for those companies and 
institutions that already have 
anti-discrimination policies in 
place. The LDS Church can 
learn from them.

Travis Hartzell
Riverdale

Church should ‘keep its paws out of government’

Editor,
Regarding the letter, 

“Ogden police lack 
compassion for others,” 
online March 7, let’s look 
at all the facts here before 
bashing the police and 
supporting everything the 
Marocchis are saying. 

It was never mentioned 
that 45 minutes before the 
shooting, my nephew was 
walking our dog and the 
Marocchis’ dog attacked 
him. My nephew was across 
the street, not on the same 
side of the road as the 
Marocchis. My nephew 
then tied our dog up and 
approached the Marocchi 
residence to report that he 
was attacked by their dog. 
Mr. Marocchi came to the 
door with his gun in his hand 
and his finger on the trigger. 
My nephew is only 17-years-
old. 

Mr. Marocchi does have 
a right to own a gun and 
keep it in his house. And 
yes, Mr. Marocchi has the 
right to answer the door 
with his gun if he chooses. 
My nephew was scared 
at that point and left and 
called his parents to advise 
them of what went on. The 
parents made the choice to 
call the police and report 
what happened. The police 
took a statement from 
my nephew and went and 
talked to Mr. Marocchi. 
The police advised us that 
Mr. Marocchi had let his 
dogs out and the German 
shepherd attacked two of 
the officers before it was 
shot.

I do feel sorry for the loss 
of the Marocchis’ dog and 
I’m glad the other one came 
back. I’m glad they are 
getting their frustrations out 
to the public but they are 
not telling all the facts. I feel 
their frustration and again, I 
apologize for the loss.

Tina Jones
Ogden

More to story regarding 
shooting of dog


